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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, PEPR, SY, TU, IZ 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN "ECONOMI BLOCKAGE" OF IRAQ 
REF: BAGHDAD 176 

1 . AS PART OF THE GENERAL ANTI-SYRIAN PROPAGANDA 
CAMPAGIN RESUMED ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO, THE IRAQI PRESS 
HAS PUBLISHED SEVERAL ARTICLES CHARGING SYRIA 

WITH CARRYING OUT A "VIRTUAL ECONOMIC BLOCKAGE' OF IRAQ. IN 
ADDITION TO THE RAIL STOPPAGE REPORTED IN REFTEL, THE ARTICLES 
ALLEGE THAT THE SYRIANS HAVE NOW BLOCKED IRAQI-BOUND ROAD 
TRAFFIC CAUSING A BUILD-UP OF 3,000 TRUCKS ON THE TURKISH- 
SYRIAN BORDER AND ABOUT 1,000 TRUCKS ON THE IRAQI- 
SYRIAN BORDER. THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO ALLEGEDLY 
CONFISCATED IRAQI GOODS AT SYRIAN AND LEBANESE PORTS. 

2. THE ARTICLES PROCLAIM THAT THE GOI HAS, WITH THE 
COOPERATION OF THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT, FOILED THIS ATTEMPT 
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AT ECONOMIC SABOTAGE. THEY REPORT THAT, IN ADDITION TO 
ASSISTING WITH THE FORWARDING OF THE FRUSTRATED CARGO 
TO IRAQI DESTINATIONS, THE TURKS HAVE FORMALLY PROTESTED 
THE BLOCKAGES TO THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. 

3. COMMENT. ARTICLES IN EFFECT CHRONICLE EVENTS WHICH 
HAVE TAKEN PLACE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, ATTRIBUTING 
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ALL TO SYRIAN MENDACITY. THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT PROHIBITED 
SHIPMENT OF GOODS THROUGH LEBANESE PORTS WHEN THE 
FIGHTING IN LEBANON INTENSIFIED IN 1975.AND THROUGH 
SYRIAN PORTS IN EARLY 1977, FOR REASONS NOT ANNOUNCED AT THE 
TIME. SYRIA HAS INTERMITTENTLY BLOCKED THE TRANSIT OF ROAD 
TRAFFIC AT LEAST SINCE APRIL 1976 WHEN THE GOI CUT OFF 
CRUDE DELIVERIES THROUGH THE SYRIAN PIPELINE TO THE 
LEBANESE MEDITERRANEAN TERMINALS. 

4. TURKISH EMBASSY OFFICER CONFIRMS THAT GOT 
ABOUT SIX WEEKS AGO PROTESTED BLOCKAGE TO THE SYRIAN 
GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES, TRUCK DRIVERS 
TRANSPORTING THE FRUSTRATED CARGO REPORT THAT THE TURKISH 
AUTHORITIES ARE SEARCHING THE VEHICLES THOROUGHLY FOR 
CONTRABAND AT SEVERAL POINTS EN ROUTE TO IRAQ. 
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